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infant; it persists for four or five days after birth. The baby
comes'into the world with an excess of red cells, which undergo
destruction during the first few days, the concentration of
bilirubin in the plasma being thus increased to the point at
which jaundice appears. This type of jaundice in the new-born
is harmless, and indeed may be looked upon as a physiological
phenomenon. In the hemolytic types of jaundice the stools are
dark, due to the increased pigment excretion; urobilin may ap-
pear in the urine.
In the toxic and infective types of jaundice the liver cells are
injured by some poison or infective process which interferes
with their ability to eliminate bile pigment.
Obstructive jaundice is most often the result of blockage of
the common bile duct by a gallstone within its lumen, or by a
tumor pressing upon it from without. In this type the dis-
coloration of the skin and mucous membranes is usually in-
tense. The feces are pale, being usually described as " clay
colored," because bile pigment is, of course, excluded from the
intestinal tract. The urine is usually deeply colored with
bilirubin.
Movements of the small intestine. Three types of movement
occur in the small intestine, (a) peristaltic, (b) segmenting, and
(c) pendular.
Peristaltic movement (peristalsis}. This kind of movement
is not restricted to the small intestine, but is characteristic of
hollow muscular tubes in general. It has been mentioned as
occurring in the esophagus during the third stage of swallow-
ing, and in the pyloric part of the stomach. It is also seen in
the large intestine, as well as in the ureter, Fallopian tube, and
common bile duct. The movement consists of a ring-like con-
traction of the muscular wall of the tube. The annular con-
traction, as it travels downward, causes a certain degree of
constriction of-the bowel which sweeps before it any material
within the lumen (Fig. 8-27). The movement is readily started
by a mechanical, an electrical or a chemical stimulus. The most
powerful stimulus is distension of the bowel, i.e., stretching of
the muscle fibers. Filling of the bowel with food material